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CORRESPONDENCE OF REVEREND EZRA FISHER 

Edited by Sarah Fishes Henderson, Nellie Edith Latourette, Kenneth Scott 

Latourette 

(Continued from Page 261 in Quarterly for September, 1918) 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Feb. 24th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc, New York. 
Dear Br. : 

Yours under date Dec. 5th, 1853, giving notice of the ap- 
pointment of Rev. A. B. Cramb for this place, was received 
last mail. Should he prove adapted to this place, he must 
be a valuable acquisition to Oregon. 

In this I have to announce both afflictive and merciful 
dispensations of an infinitely wise providence. God has seen 
fit to remove my beloved wife from a state of probation to 
one of ineffable bliss. At the time I last wrote you I was 
sorely afflicted with boils and detained, much against my 
inclinations, from a tour into the upper part of the Willam- 
ette Valley. On Thursday I told my wife I thought I could 
possibly ride, but the roads were bad, the waters high, and 
she persuaded me to stay till the first of the week. On 
Sabbath morning before we rose she told me that her stom- 
ach did not feel right. Before meeting time we consulted 
whether all should go to meeting, as the roads were bad and 
we had a mile to walk. I advised her to stay with our little 
son, not yet six years old. When we returned from meeting 
about 5 P. M., I found the table spread and, as the family 
came around the table, she took her seat by the fire. I asked 
her if she was not intending to come to tea. She replied she 
was quite unwell and could eat nothing. As I turned my 
attention particularly to her, I discovered that she was very 
pale. I was instantly impressed that her sickness would be 
attended with serious results. (I have never known her to 
complain of being sick until she was no longer able to sit up.) 
She went immediately to her bed. . . . Inflammation of 
the stomach and bowels progressed with a slow but deter- 
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mined pace till the terrible King removed her from all her 
earthly relations on Friday, the 20th of January, at five min- 
utes past eleven A. M. I do not design to write her obituary 
now, if ever. She has made her own impression in the silent 
sphere where the retiring pioneer missionary's wife is always 
mostly needed. The most important sphere of her Christian 
usefulness was at home, aiding and ever encouraging her hus- 
band in his labors, when his field lay far from home, which 
occasioned weeks and sometimes months of separation, cheer- 
fully assuming the family responsibilities, with no complaints 
and few intimations that ours was a mission of privations and 
trials unknown to pastors' families in the older churches. Here 
she always saw that the incense was daily burning on the 
family altar, so that for almost twenty-four years there has 
not to my recollection been a day in which the morning and 
evening prayer had not been offered in my family, our pro- 
tracted journeys not excepted. As an illustration of her influ- 
ence in this respect in the family, the night after we deposited 
her remains in the grave, my little son, to whom I have 
alluded, after we retired to our lonely lodging, asked me, 
"Who will pray in the family now when you are gone?" 
Next to her family, she was ever found taking along with 
her the entire family to the house of God as often as the 
Sabbath returned. Thither she repaired as much to honour 
God in His institutions as to be delighted with an eloquent 
discourse. The Sabbath school has ever been a sphere of 
Christian action in which she seemed at home and she has 
never, except at short intervals, from ill health or causes 
beyond her control, left her seat as a teacher vacant. I need 
not state to you, dear brother, that she ever took a deep interest 
in all the meetings of the church, especially the covenant 
meetings. The women's prayer-meeting found in her a warm 
advocate and personal supporter. Although she ever delighted 
to learn of the progress of missions, both at home and abroad, 
yet her mind seemed peculiarly formed to exert a maternal 
influence. The proper education of her own family, in the 
most general sense of the term, as well as that of the rising 
generation around her, occupied a large place in her thoughts 
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and labors. Hence she has for years manifested a growing 
interest in religious education and, with other periodicals which 
advocate this cause, she manifested a great fondness for the 
Mothers' Journal. But she is done with her earthly labors and 
I doubt not but she is now reaping the rewards of those who 
come up out of great tribulation, although hers was not a 
martyr's death. But in her last illness her Christian character 
shone resplendent. From the first day of her illness she 
expressed doubts of her recovery and frequently conversed 
freely respecting the interests of religion in Oregon City, and 
especially in her own family. On Wednesday she called her 
three children who had arrived at years of understanding, one 
by one, into her room and urged upon them the necessity of 
immediately attending to their souls' salvation and obtained a 
solemn promise from each one of them that they would imme- 
diately seek for pardon through a crucified Redeemer. On 
Friday morning, about four, she discovered that she was fail- 
ing and asked me if I thought she was dying. I told her she 
was evidently failing and unless some favorable change soon 
took place she could not live long. She imimediately called 
her family, said she must once more recommend the religion 
of Jesus and give them; all the parting kiss. They were called 
up and came in. She counseled us all, gave us the parting 
kiss and again obtained the promise from our son, 19, and 
our daughters, 14 and 11 years of age, that they would imme- 
diately seek the salvation of their souls. About this time she 
said, "Oh, how unfaithful I have lived ! Would to God that I 
could be instrumental of doing more in my death than I have 
in my life!" She continued in the agonies of death from 
about half-past four till five minutes past eleven, yet in the 
exercise of her reason and able to converse at intervals till 
within a few mpments of her last. If she lived a Christian, 
she emphatically died a Christian and a soldier of the Cross. 
Death seemed to be disarmed of his terrors. She seemed to 
have her feet planted firmly on the Rock of Ages and there 
she rested and waited patiently for her change, with a calm, 
firm reliance on the righteousness of Christ for her shelter 
from the storm that must overtake the impenitent and the 
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Grace of God in Christ for her acceptance with Him. While 
I found myself bereft of my dearest, best earthly friend, with 
two daughters and a son, all under the age of fifteen, on my 
hands, my field of labor seemed closed. All my prospects for 
the future seemed for the present closed. My path was dark- 
ened. It seemed to me that I could do nothing but wait on 
God. I could not think of breaking up my family. To leave 
the agency at this period, it seemed to me, would be attended 
with consequences far from being desirable. On the evening 
of the burial of Mrs. Fisher I called my family around me 
and inquired after the state of their minds and found three of 
them convicted of sin; also a lad of fourteen then boarding 
with us. 340 The following Sabbath Br. Chandler preached 
the funeral sermon on the occasion of Mrs. F.'s death. The 
congregation was large and solemn. Br. C. preached on 
Monday and Tuesday evenings at 7 and then left for his 
appointment on the Santiam. By this time the interest was 
so apparent that it was judged expedient that we keep up 
nightly meetings. I then entered the work and, with the 
assistance of Br. Post, who preached frequently evenings, and 
Br. Johnson, who preached once each Sabbath, the church 
continued her meetings nightly for something more than two 
weeks, and, during the present week, we have meetings every 
night except two. I have already baptized nine, three more 
are received as candidates for baptism and two more will 
relate their experience to the Church tomorrow; two of the 
converts have joined the Congregational Church, being for- 
bidden by their guardians to join the Baptist. Their guard- 
ians are a Congregational deacon and wife. 340a Among those 
who were baptized, three were my own children, one the lad 
who boarded at my house at the time of Mrs. F.'s death, and 
one the son of Elder Johnson. 341 Mrs. F.'s physician 342 and 
wife are received for baptism. We still have a number of 
inquirers who are regular members of our congregation. The 

340 This was Charles W. Shively, son of the first postmaster at Astoria. 
340-a Peter H. Hatch. 

341 This was Hon. William Carey Johnson (1833-1012). He was for many 
years a prominent attorney and member of the Baptist Church at Oregon City. 

342 This was Dr. W. B. Magers. 
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work has extended; into the Methodist and Congregational 
churches and they are holding interesting meetings at this 
time. This is the first revival of religion that Oregon City 
has witnessed. Our prayer is that it may pervade the whole 
town and vicinity. With this state of things and the church 
having no minister to perform pastoral labors and knowing of 
no prospect of obtaining a pastor, it resolved to invite me to 
take the pastoral charge and to ask the Home Missionary 
Society to appoint me to this place with a salary of $600, the 
church to raise $100 of it. I never have got my consent to 
accept of the call on account of the importance of the general 
work which must be performed for Oregon. Yet, from the 
importance of sustaining this point, my own sympathies for 
my little, motherless family, of girls in part, who need and 
must have counsel at this period of life, together with the 
dying request of my wife that I keep the family together and, 
added to all the rest, these young disciples who are promising 
and very much need proper religious training, I have thought 
your Board would allow me to watch over the interests of 
this church for a few months and perform such agency labors 
as I can, and is much needed, in the vicinity till the time of the 
meeting of our association which occurs in June, after which 
I hope to be able to leave my family and explore Washington 
Ter. in the latter part of the summer and fall. By the time 
our association closes, I hope the work necessary to give our 
school a vigorous growth will be accomplished, at least so far 
that Br. Post can manage the financial affairs, in addition to 
the labor of teaching, for a few months. I trust also that Br. 
Cramb will be on the ground and meet with a favorable recep- 
tion with the church and people. In this whole matter I desire 
to submit myself with prayerful resignation into the hands of 
Infinite Wisdom. From all I can gather by the opening provi- 
dences of God, I now think I shall pursue the course above 
suggested and make a formal application for a reappointment 
as exploring agent by the next mail. I think this is the 
judgment of all the brethren, except so far as relates to the 
members of this church ; and even here, their desires for pas- 
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toral labor and personal sympathy for me and my family may 
perhaps sway their judgment. If there is any reasonable pros- 
pect of a pastor for this place soon, I am quite sure I shall 
be the last man to preoccupy the place. The mail must leave 
before I shall have time to write more. 

The good work of Grace has been progressing through the 
winter in the Shilo church under the labors mostly of Br. 
Davis 343 from Indiana. Clackamas 344 church had an addition 
of five last Sabbath by baptism. Elder Hubbard will probably 
settle with that church. 

Affectionately your afflicted brother, 
Received April 10, 1854. " EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Mar. 9th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours of Jan. 18, '54, was received by last mail. I regret 

to learn that the principal bill ordering goods was lost, as 

it will occasion some ten months' delay from this time before 

my family supplies will reach, us, some of which are now 

needed. But God's ways are all right and we shall soon 

enough find it true. I will now proceed to order another 

bill as near like the other as I can by my old memorandum. 
* * * * 

Respectfully yours, EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Mar. 10, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Herein I send you an application for reappointment as 
Exploring Agent and General Itinerant for Oregon Ter., with 



343 This was Rev. William M. Davis, who came to Oregon in 1853 from 
Indiana, and settled near Turner. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., I:io. (See note 352.) 

344 The Clackamas Church, about six miles north of Oregon City, was or- 
ganized Nov., 1853, by the author and Rev. David Hubbard. The latter was born 
in Kentucky in 1795, moved to Oregon in 1853, and died in 1866. — Mattoon, 
Bap. An. of Ore., 1:14, 104. 
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a consent to make the necessary explorations in Washington 
Ter. during the summer and early part of the fall. 

To the Executive Board of the Am. Bap. Home Mission 
Society: The subscriber desires reappointment as Exploring 
Agent and General Itinerant for Oregon Ter. for the term of 
one year from the first day of April next, with permission 
to spend three or four months mostly in Oregon City and 
vicinity, in view of the present peculiar condition of the church 
and the afflicted and unsettled state of my family in the 
removal of Mrs. Fisher by death, with the same salary as the 
present year. EZRA FISHER, 

Exploring Agent. 

N. B. — The undersigned concurs in all the terms and state- 
ments of the foregoing amplication. Yours, 

JOHN D. POST. 

Rev. B. M. Hill, Oregon City, Mar. 10, 1854. 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother : 

The last week has been one of interest to the little church 
in this place. Our meetings were continued during four inter- 
vening evenings of the week. On Saturday at our covenant 
meeting, four interesting young persons came before the 
church, related their Christian experience and were received 
for baptism, and on Sabbath, after the morning services, we 
repaired to the banks of the Willamette where I was per- 
mitted to baptize seven converts. These make sixteen that I 
have baptized into this church within the past four weeks ; one 
more is received for baptism and we have an interesting state 
of things in our community at present. The converts are 
mostly from the youth and are very promising. We have 
established a weekly church prayer meeting, a young men's 
weekly prayer meeting, a female prayer meeting, the young 
ladies' weekly prayer meeting and the monthly concert of 
prayer, in which a collection for the cause of missions is to 
be taken up at each meeting. All the converts take part in 
these religious exercises, and it seems to me that I cannot 
consistently leave the lambs of the fold long at a time till 
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Br. Cramb arrives, or the church is otherwise supplied with 
pastoral labors. Other ministers are active in the place and I 
think your Board would heartily approve of the course I have 
been led to pursue, if they were here. Indeed I have not 
directed my steps for the last eight weeks, neither have I tried. 
Providence in a peculiar manner has marked my way and, 
although in some respects deeply afflictive, I have not ventured 
to say more than this, Lord direct, I will try and follow, 
although bowed down with grief. 

Yours truly, 

EZRA FISHER. 
* * * * 

Received April 26, 1854. 



Oregon City, Apr. 1st, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appointment 
of the Home Mission Society as General Itinerant for Oregon 
for the fourth quarter ending March 30th, 1854. 

I have labored 13 weeks; preached 35 sermons; delivered 
two temperance lectures, and 23 addresses at the special meet- 
ings of Oregon City church and Clackamas church; attended 
34 prayer meetings and six other religious meetings; visited 
religiously 124 families and other persons ; visited two public 
schools in Oregon City ; baptized 16 persons in the Oregon City 
church; traveled to and from my appointments 48 miles; 
received one person by letter ; 22 persons have been hopefully 
converted in Oregon City in connection with my labors; 
monthly concert is established at Oregon City church ; took up 
a collection at the monthly concert for March of $3.75 for 
missionary purposes, object not yet specified; connected with 
the church is a Sabbath school, and Bible class of about 25 
scholars ; more than half of the school are in the Bible class. 
Three teachers ; about 75 volumes in the library. 

Our meetings continue interesting. We have a few enquir- 
ers and shall probably soon baptize others. I remain most of 
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my time in this place and vicinity, it seeming my duty to look 
after the interests connected with this church and school, while 
I can render some service in the important towns on the river 
and attend two yearly meetings, namely, at Marysville and 
West Tualatin churches, before the meeting of the association, 
which will occur the last of June. I trust by that time Br. 
Cramb will reach this place, so that I can feel it my duty to 
proceed to Washington Territory without delay. I have no 
doubt of the importance of an early exploration of that Ter., 
yet so providential have been the demands for my services in 
this valley that I have acted up to a conviction of duty and I 
believe with the cordial approbation of every brother convers- 
ant with our wants in Oregon and Washington territories who 
is on the ground. I am quite sure that your Board would 
approve the course, if they were on the ground and explored 
the field for themselves. 

I feel no disposition to undervalue the judgment of your 
Board or to disobey their instructions, but have endeavored to 
do as nearly as I believed they would, if they were individually 
in my place acting for Christ's interests on the Pacific Coast 
for all coming time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Apr. 1st, 1854. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appointment 
of the Home Mission Society as Exploring Agent for Oregon 
and Washington territories for the fourth quarter ending 
March 31st, 1854. 

I have visited Portland once, Clackamas church twice and 
spent a large portion of my time in Oregon City with the church 
and co-operating with the college, when I could do it without 
materially interfering with my specific duties. 

I have traveled 48 miles to and from my appointments, 
exclusive of my labors with the O. City church ; have labored 
13 weeks during the quarter; have preached 35 sermons and 
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addressed the people 23 times, in connection with the special 
meetings in the O. City and Clackamas churches, having the 
conducting of all the meetings at O. City church; delivered 2 
temperance addresses ; have baptized 16 persons in the Oregon 
City church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agent. 

N. B. — Our young members are of more than usual promise 
and, although mostly youth, seem to be enquiring for the line of 
duty and willing to do it. I have never enjoyed so m|uch con- 
solation with the same number of young disciples as I have 
with these. 

Yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Apr. 2d, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc, New York. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

In reviewing my labors for the past year in connection with 
the Zion of God in Oregon, while I have to deplore my great 
unfaithfulness as a minister of the blessed gospel, I have been 
led to rejoice that the spirit of the Lord has not been entirely 
taken from me. God has been graciously pleased to grant me 
the privilege of laboring with five churches in the time of 
more than usual manifestations of Divine favor, where the 
enquiry has been made, "What must I do?" and the sinner 
has been pointed to the Lamb of God as the only cure for the 
sin-sick soul. Another church within our association, with 
which I have spent numbers of Sabbaths, has also been highly 
blessed with a work of grace. In these churches, as near as I 
can estimate, one hundred and two hopeful converts have been 
added by baptism. Of this number I baptized twenty-six, three 
of whom were my own dear chldren, rendered doubly dear by 
the recent death of their mother, and have witnessed the bap- 
tism of thirty-seven more. When we take into account the 
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scarce population of the country and the small numbers in 
each church, so that most of these churches have been more 
than doubled in numbers and the cultivation of the means of 
grace quadrupled, we feel that this year has been emphatic- 
ally the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
Most of the accessions have been children and youths from 
eight to twenty-four years of age and a large proportion are 
lads and young men of more than usual promlise, some of whom 
I trust will be found among the future ministers of Oregon, 
perhaps of Asia. To be sure we are subject as churches to 
all the changes and many of the discouragements of a frontier 
country, yet our prospects are surely becoming more and more 
bright. While our churches have been blessed with a harvest 
of souls, God has not been unmindful of our school, the Oregon 
City College. Br. Post's arrival was hailed with gratitude to 
Almighty God by some of the friends at least. I shall not 
soon forget the feelings that came over my mind when I 
learned in Portland that he and his family were at my house. 
Our school was at a low ebb. He has entered upon his labors 
with the energy of a man in earnest. His labors have been 
appreciated by the public and the school for the last four 
months has been as prosperous as could have been reasonably 
anticipated under the circumstances. Thus you see that God is 
graciously pleased to prosper thus far, but with our prosperity, 
new responsibilities and new wants are multiplying. We now 
more than before need pastors for these churches and mis- 
sionaries to enter upon other important fields opening in every 
direction. Our school building must be put in a condition to 
meet the pressing wants of Br. Post's family and the school, 
which we hope to do, God favoring, but we feel that we must 
have immediately a chemical and philosophical apparatus to 
meet the public wants and we feel that we must look to the 
friends at home to furnish it. I trust you will second Br. 
Post's efforts to accomplish this so desirable enterprise. On 
the whole, although the hand of the Lord has been laid heavily 
upon me in the removal of my beloved wife, I think I can see 
the Lord is on our side and will assuredly bless us although He 
prepares the way by severe trials of our faith. We will take 
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courage and submit our whole cause to the Lord and trust in 
Him for His future blessings by waiting in the spirit of humble 
confidence for the openings of His providences. 
' Yours affectionately, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received May 25, 1854. 

Oregon City, Ore. Ten, April 7th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc, New York. 
Dear Brother Hill : 

Last week, at the request of Br. Newell, 345 our teacher of 
music, formerly from New York, I visited Portland, with a 
view of stirring up their minds to immediate action on the 
subject of raising the standard in that place, preached on 
Wednesday evening to a large congregation in the Congrega- 
tional house, and visited Wednesday in the afternoon and 
Thursday morning with the members. I found the following 
members, some of whom you know personally: Br. Josiah 
Failing, formerly deacon in the 10th St. Church, New York, 
his wife, two sons and a daughter ; Br. Coe, 346 formerly postal 
agent for Oregon, and wife; Br. Leland, 346a Postmaster at Port- 
land, and wife ; Br. Simmonds, merchant, and wife, from Bos- 
ton, . . . Sister Burnell, from Ninth Street Church, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, an enterprising, intelligent sister (her husband 
is in the steam saw mill business), and Sister Mosier, a 
widow, in the millinery and fancy clothing business. Since 
I left, I learn that Br. Pine and wife from San Francisco have 
located there. Br. Pine is in merchandising and he and wife 
have come highly recommended as active young Baptist mem- 
bers. I have little doubt there are other Baptist members in 

345 George P. Newell. 

346 This was Nathaniel Coe (1788-1868). He was appointed postal agent for 
Oregon in 1851. He later settled near the present Hood River. — Bancroft, Hist, 
of Ore., II:i89. 

346-a Pioneer of 1845; was born in Rhode Island in 1843; surveyor; post- 
master, Oct. 12, 1853-Nov. 3, i8s4; editor Democratic Standard, July 13, 1854, 
and year following. Editor Portland Daily News — first daily in Portland — April 
20, 1859 — for a few months. After that he was editor of the Daily Times in 
1863, for awhile, and during that year went to Idaho Territory and spent the 
remainder of his life in newspaper work, mining and surveying. He died Oct. 
25, 1891. 
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the city who would co-operate with the church if one should 
be constituted. Really they have double the numbers and 
quadruple the ability the church at Oregon City had before our 
late revival. I urged upon the leading members to establish 
weekly religious meetings for prayer and conference, look 
directly to God for His blessing and then make their wants 
known to the Home Missionary Society's Board. I am satis- 
fied that, with a comfortable place of worship and a good, 
faithful, acceptable minister, the Baptists might expect, under 
God, to exert as much influence in the place and prosper as 
much as any religious denomination now in Portland. I felt 
peculiarly impressed that now is the time to strike in Port- 
land. There seemed to be a good religious atmosphere with 
the brethren and especially with the sisters. They want to 
see the standard raised there, but they say they must have a 
house and a minister at once and build their own houses, and 
they say they do not see how this all is to be done unless they 
can get more foreign aid than they can reasonably expect. I 
urged them to make their wants known to you as soon as they 
could get to understand what they wanted and what they can 
do. They said they would call a meeting soon and deliberate 
on the subject. I assured Br. Failing that I should be down 
and stir them up in five or six weeks, if they did not act 
promptly in the mean time. 

This is the most important place in the territory to be occu- 
pied by the Baptists, after Oregon City, and, but for our edu- 
cational interests, it would be miuch the most important place 
of the two, at least at present. A minister ought to be appointed 
forthwith to that place with a salary of $700 to $800. A man 
worth that money to that place would build a house in one 
year there, hard as the times are, with three or four hundred 
dollars from the building funds of the Home Mission Society, 
if he went to his work trusting alone in the Owner of the Uni- 
verse and the Disposer of men's hearts, and money too. God 
grant that you may find the man and put him into that field. 
Portland is the New York for Oregon at present, at least for 
the trade of the Willamette and Columbia River valleys. My 
soul is pained when I think of the delays of the Home Mission 
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Society to occupy this town, or I might say city, and Oregon 
City. I trust we shall soon see Br. Cramb, and that man of 
God will soon be on his way for Portland. 

Yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

EZRA FISHER. 

N. B. — I shall order you to pay three or four dollars to the 
editor of the Mothers' Journal soon, also to pay my subscrip- 
tion for the Christian Chronicle to the end of the present year. 
Received May 25, 1854. 



Oregon City, Ore. Ten, June 17th. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

Yours of Apr. 3d, announcing my reappointment, and one a 
few days later, condoling me on account of my late bereave- 
ment and answering my request to remain at Oregon City a 
few months, came duly to hand. I now take my pen to present 
before your Board the importance of immediately occupying 
Portland, but before stating my views I would refer you to 
Br. Taggert, Br. Failing's old pastor, for information on that 
subject, as I understand that he has written a long letter to 
said Taggert, giving a general view of things in Portland. Br. 
Failing was deacon in 10th St. Church, N. Y. There some- 
times are times in the history of a town in the new portions of 
our great missionary field where it really seems that things 
form a crisis, and one opportune movement of a religious de- 
nomination may give them all the advantage of years of hard 
labor in establishing a permanent interest. Such appears to 
be the door now opened in Portland. 

I have it from the Methodist minister in charge at Portland 
that he wonders why the Baptists do not occupy Portland. 
Why, he says that the Baptists have more wealth and influence 
in Portland today than any other denomination of Christians. 
Yet the Methodists have expended within the last four years 
more than $8,000 on that place and the Congregational Church 
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have had a stated ministry in the place almost five years. 347 
Yet all the Baptist preaching they have had has not exceeded 
thirty-five or forty sermons, and that mostly by myself. I can 
now sit and enumerate 17 Baptist members in Portland, five 
of whom are in Br. Failing's family, two in Br. Coe's, our 
former postal agent, two in Br. Leland's family, the post 
master of the place and a graduate of Brown's University, 
and others of respectable standing in Baptist churches in 
Boston, Cincinnati and San Francisco. But they feel now 
that they must have a minister on the ground adapted to secure 
an influence and then they can commence and build a house 
by the aid of the amount they might receive from the building 
fund connected with the Home Mission cause. They say it is 
no use to do anything by way of monthly preaching in other 
denominations' houses. It is labor bestowed to build up other 
churches and hold back the very cause most dear to us as Bap- 
tists. Br. Failing says (and what he says they all say, and I 
suppose he says what Br. Thomas in your city thinks), that, 
if the Home Mission Society will send them a suitable man 
and pay him $600 salary, the people of Portland will do the 
rest. I say there is no doubt they will pay from $100 to $200. 
The man should be adapted to carry along at once the work 
of building a good house of worship. Br. Failing will be 
active in the work. It would be very desirable that such a man 
should be appointed as would meet the approbation of Br. 
Thomas, and especially the approbation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I do not believe such a man can be sustained in that 
place for less than $800 per annum. 

Yours, 

E. FISHER. 

Respecting Br. Post, I think all things are about right and 
trust his school will give him a support. This school has aver- 
aged 40 scholars since the first two weeks. We are finishing 
the building as fast as we can in these hard times for money, 
while I am! detained at Oregon City. I shall write you imm&- 

347 Rev. Horace Lyman, who came to Portland in 1849, was settled there 
until the spring of 1854. The church building was dedicated on June 15, 1851. — 
George H. Himes. 
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diately on the close of the meeting of the association, which 
takes place next week. 

As ever yours in Christ Jesus, 

EZRA FISHER. 

N. B. — I sent you a bill for goods to be filled by you, I think 
in the month of February. I have heard nothing from you on 
that subject yet and am becoming somewhat anxious, as the 
first bill forwarded in October was lost and my family sup- 
plies are becoming pretty well exhausted. I think I shall hear 
from you however by the next mail on that subject. If my 
second bill has not been received please inform me imme- 
diately. Yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received July 24. 

Oregon City, Ore. Ter., July 8th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

The Willamette Baptist Association closed its session last 
week on Monday. The sessions were harmonious in the mam 
and exhibited strong evidence that the churches are becoming 
more impressed with the importance of a devoted ministry 
and of united Christian effort for the suppression of vice and 
the diffusion of the gospel of Christ. During the last associa- 
tional year most of our older churches have enjoyed pleasing 
revivals and the account of the Christian character of the young 
members is truly pleasing. The churches have received by 
baptism since the last anniversary 106. 347 Four small churches 
were received into the association this year. Our net increase 
is 197, and our total number 442. The association raised a 
subscription of $165 to employ a man to travel and preach in 
Lane County, which lies at the head of the Willamette Valley 
and north of the Calapooia Mountains. $60.50 was paid on 
the spot. On Sabbath a collection of $13.10 was taken up 

347 At least one of these men, Rev. A. J. Hunsaker, became • minister. 
Another, C. C. Sperry, who had been previously baptized, but who wa» »rou»ed ia 
1853 was later ordained. — Mattoon, Bapt. An. of Or*., I:io6, 108. 
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for the same object. Elder Robert D. Gray 348 was employed 
to enter that field immediately. In this field is one small, 
languishing church, and there are now materials for one or 
two churches which we trust our missionary will organize 
the present season. 349 Br. Gray will be kept in the field till 
winter, perhaps the entire year. In addition to the above 
named funds, we have $7.00 in the treasury designated to the 
preaching of the Word in this valley. The churches in Yam- 
hill and Polk counties have agreed to sustain Br. Riley 350 the 
coming year to travel in those counties, supply monthly the 
three churches in that field and spend the remainder of the 
time in supplying destitute settlements a part of the time. Dur- 
ing the sessions of the association reports were made on the 
subjects of establishing a religious press in Oregon and on 
ways and means for supplying our churches and destitute 
towns and settlements with preaching. Resolutions were 
passed favoring the general objects of the denomination, such 
as the Home Mission cause, Publication Society, the Sunday 
school effort and the circulation of religious periodicals. Dur- 
ing the time, the friends of education held a meeting in which 
an informal report of the trustees of the Oregon City College 
was made. The school was found to be in a prosperous con- 
dition under the tuition of Rev. J. D. Post. Since Professor 
Post entered upon his labors, it was found that the average 
number of scholars in attendance was 40. By the treasurer's 
report it was found that $4611.13 had been collected and 
expended on the building for the school since the commence- 
ment of the work, and that the building was about $150 in debt. 
A resolution was passed recommending the trustees to com- 
plete the building as soon as practicable. On Thursday, before 
the meeting of the association, an interesting ministers' meeting 
was held, a constitution and rules of decorum for a perma- 
nent organization adopted and the ministers' meeting regularly 

348 Rev. R. D. Gray (1850-1871) was born in Tennessee and came to Oregon 
from Arkansas in 1853. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 1:105. 

349 The existing church was the Willamette Forks Church, which had been 
organized in 1852. Two others, the Palestine and the Mount Zion churches were 
organized later in 1854. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., I:i6. 

350 This was Rev. Cleveland C. Riley. He was born in Tennessee and came 
to Oregon from Missouri in 1853, settling near the LaCreole Church. — Mattoon, 
R*p. An. tf Or*., Iuoo, 
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organized to meet annually, the day preceding the meeting of 
the said association. You will be furnished with the minutes 
of the association as soon as printed. On the whole, while 
we deplore the miserable inadequacy of ministerial talent 
appropriated and the almost entire destitution of Baptist 
preaching in most of our important towns, we are led to 
rejoice with exceeding great joy that the progress of the 
cause of our blessed Redeemer is onward and we trust the 
time is not far removed when all churches will be supplied 
with an efficient, devoted ministry, and flourishing churches 
will be raised up in all our growing towns. For this we will 
labor and and sacrifice and pray till the good Lord shall make 
our Zion a name and a praise in the land. 

Affectionately yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Aug. 12, 1854. 

Oregon City, O. Ter., July 19th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours of May 30th was received by the last mail. No 
doubt God's providences are all right. Yet we are so short- 
sighted creatures that we often wish for the time they might be 
otherwise. I seriously regret that Br. Cramb is delayed till 
fall. It appears to me that it is a final failure, yet we may be 
as happily disappointed in his case as we were in Br. Post's. 
I will not despair of his coming till I am obliged to give up 
all hope. But how shall I dispose of my time in the mean 
time? It seems exceedingly desirable that I be among the 
churches and new settlements through the fall months during 
the time of their yearly meetings, most of which come off in 
Sept. and Oct. The rising towns on the Columbia River, from 
its mouth to The Dalles, just at the east base of the Cascade 
Mountains, should be visited ; and then there is Pugets Sound 
in Washington Ter., which I have promised you that I would 
visit this season, and then the church in this place, and the 
outdoor work for the school should be attended to immediately. 
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It seems to me that I cannot stay at home any longer. If 
there is any prospect that your Society can occupy the Sound 
by two practical, common sense, pious ministers, I would not 
fail to explore that region this fall. But if I must spend six 
or eight weeks of the best of the season in exploring the coun- 
try, perhaps preach twelve or fifteen sermons and leave the 
territory two years more before a man is sent to break up the 
ground and preach the gospel of the Kingdom, it would seem 
that we had better attempt to cultivate the already too wide 
and neglected field in the Willamette Valley. In the absence 
of any positive instruction from you on the subject, I shall try 
and look to the Great Head of the church for direction, and 
you will not be surprised to hear froml me in Washington Ter. 
in six or eight weeks after the receipt of this. I may be able 
to receive all the reliable intelligence necessary to enable me 
to give you a general view of the demands of that very impor- 
tant portion of the country, but as yet I have nothing reliable 
since I last wrote you on that subject. The Dalles is fast 
coming into importance and, although at this time there is not 
more than one hundred or one hundred and fifty white people 
in its vicinity, it is an important trading point and must ever 
be the key to the whole country of the Columbia River above 
the Cascade Mountains, and at no distant day must become a 
populous city. At this time there are five dry goods stores at 
that place. I think I shall try and visit that place this fall, 
while the immigrants are there, and spend one or two Sab- 
baths. This place has such a commjanding position that I know 
of no place where an effort will be so sure to be attended with 
permanent results. Another important town will rise up at the 
Cascade Falls of the Columbia, 40 miles below The Dalles, and 
at the head of ship navigation on the Columbia, 

Respectfully yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
July 19th, 1854. 

Dear Brother Hill: 

I am in need of some funds to defray my traveling and 
family expenses and have an opportunity of exchanging $150 
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or $200 with Brother Post by drawing an order on you. I 
have therefore agreed to make the exchange with Br. J. D. 
Post. The order will probably be drawn in favor of Br. Pike, 
the manufacturer of mathematical instruments in N. Y. I 
shall send the order in two or three weeks. When you send 
me the bill of the goods, please let me know how my account 
stands on your books. 

Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Aug. 24. 

Oregon City, O. Ter., Sept. 26th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Society. 
Dear Brother: 

As yet I have heard nothing from the goods I ordered you 
to put up for me, except a line from you stating that you 
would fill the bill and ship the goods the first opportunity. It 
is now almost a year since I made the first order. My family 
had depended upon them for their summer clothing and now 
we are looking with anxiety for them for our winter supply. 
We fear the bill of lading has been miscarried. I have heard 
nothing from you, except by the Record, for two months. 
Please inform me at your earliest convenience whether you 
have shipped the goods; also when we may expect them:, if 
they are not already shipped. I presume you have done as 
well as you could in this matter, but, if I could have anticipated 
the results, I think I should not have ordered the goods, but 
made my drafts and clothed my family here. But no doubt 
God designs all for the best. . . . 

Your unworthy brother in Christ, 

EZRA FISHER. 

N. B. — The yearly meetings will soon be over for this 
season. You will then hear from me respecting our towns ; also 
respecting Washington Territory, or I shall visit and report 
my actual explorations. Yet our brethren here are very un- 
willing to have me leave the Willamette Valley, in view of 
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the great scarcity of laborers and the pressing calls from the 
churches and destitute places where important Baptist interests 
might be built up if we had the laborers. 

Yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Nov. 10. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Oct. 1st, 1854. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Homje Mission Soc. 
Dear Brother : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appointment 
of the Home Mission Society as Exploring Agent for the 2d 
quarter ending September 30th, 1854. 

I have visited the La Creole Church in Polk County, ten 
miles west of Salem, Santiam Church, Lynn Co., 35 miles 
south of Salem, and Yamhill Church, 7 miles west of La- 
fayette, seat of justice for Yam Hill County and 40 miles 
southwest from Oregon City. Traveled 205 miles to and from 
my appointmlents. Have labored 13 weeks during the quarter. 
Have collected $5.50, it being a collection taken up in the 
Oregon City Church on the first Sabbath in July. Paid for 
traveling expenses $1.50; for postage $.25. Preached 30 ser- 
mons. Have attended three yearly meetings in the above- 
named churches, all of which were blessed with more than 
usual manifestations of Divine favor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 

Exploring Agent. 
* * * * 

P. S. — I have made out this report on the 26th of Sept. on 

account of my leaving tomorrow for a yearly meeting on the 

Calapooia River with the Pleasant Butte Church, 351 Lynn 

County, 42 miles south of Salem. Yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 



351 The Pleasant Butte Church, Linn County, was organized Nov. 16, 1853, 
by Rev. G. C. Chandler and' others. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., I:i6. 
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Oregon City, O. Ter., Oct. 1st, 1854. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. 
Dear Br. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appointment 
of the Homte Mission Society as General Itinerant for the 
second quarter ending the 20th day of Sept., 1854. 

I have labored thirteen weeks in the quarter; preached 30 
sermons ; attended 10 prayer meetings, three church covenant 
meetings; spent three weeks wholly in three yearly meetings, 
preaching, praying and exhorting as the cause of Christ 
seemed to demand; visited religiously 51 families and other 
persons ; traveled 205 miles to and from my appointments. In 
connection with the labors of my associates in the ministry, 1 
has been baptized into the Santiam Church, 22 into the La 
Creole Church and 4 received by letter, and 4 were baptized 
into the Yam Hill Church, all of whom were baptized by the 
respective pastors of said churches. There have been 30 cases 
of hopeful conversions in these churches. I have visited the 
LaCreole Church in Polk Co., ten miles west of Salem, Santiam 
Church, 35 miles south of Salem, Lynn Co., and Yam Hill 
Church, 7 miles west of Lafayette, the seat of justice for Yam 
Hill Co. The Church at Oregon City sustained the monthly 
concert of prayer and have taken monthly collections at the 
same, amounting to about $9.00. The church at Oregon City 
took up a collection on the first Sabbath in July of $5.50 for 
the Home Mission Society. Sabbath schools, one with the 
Oregon City Church, the same as last quarter reported, one 
with the LaCreole Church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
General Itinerant. 
Received Nov. 10. 



